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SEE  YOUR  CONGRESSIONAL  CA1®IDATES'  NOW 

We  suggest  that  you  help  organize  a  representative  group  from  your  community  to 
interview  all  the  Congressional  candidates  of  the  different  parties,  including  your 
present  Congressman.  Do  it  now  before  the  primaries,  most  of  which  occur  between 
the  first  of  June  and  the  end  of  September.  You  will  find  the  FCNL  Statement  on 
Legislative  Policy  helpful  in  making  up  a  series  of  questions.  You  might  discuss 
with  them  their  attitudes  on  supporting  the  United  Nations  and  its  development  into 
a  world  federationj  on  adequate  appropriations  for  international  agencies  and  for 
worldwide  assistance;  on  American  initiative  in  calling  a  disarmament  conference 
or  working  for  universal  disarmament;  on  abolition  of  the  peacetime  draft;  on 
liberal  displaced  persons  legislation;  and  on  preservation  of  fundamental  civil 
liberties.  Will  you  write  us  about  your  interviews?  How  can  you  vote  intelli¬ 
gently  unless  you  know  the  basic  philosophy  and  general  attitudes  of  those  who 
would  represent  you  in  Congress?  How  can  you  expect  better  Congressmen  unless  you 
do  your  part  as  a  voter  in  selecting  them  and  in  supporting  them? 


DISCUSSION  ON  DISARMAMENT  INCREASES 

Never  in  Senator  Millard  E.  Tydings*  23  years  in  the  Senate,  reports  The  New  York  Times 
for  March  7,  has  any  proposal  attracted  "anything  like”  the  approving  mail  he  is  now 
receiving  on  his  February  6  proposal  for  universal  disarmament  down  to  rifles.  The 
Senator  followed  his  initial  speech  by  two  more  major  speeches  on  the  Senate  floor,  on 
February  16  and  23, 

Tydings  Introduces  Two  Disarmament  Resolutions 

On  March  6  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  introduced  S.  Res.  236, 
differing  only  from  his  earlier  bill,  S.  Res.  226,  in  placing  the  responsibility  for  the 
initiative  with  the  United  Nations,  instead  of  with  the  President  of  the  United  States.  In 
presenting  the  second  resolution,  he  said  he  was  not  withdrawing  his  first  proposal,  but 
was  asking  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  to  consider  both.  Senator  Tydings  indi¬ 
cated  that  when  the  Economic  Cooperation  Administration  hearings  were  out  of  the  way,  his 
disarmament  resolution  "will  be  pushed  with  vigor  if  world  conditions  have  not  greatly 
altered  from  the  present.  Twenty-five  Senators  have  come  to  me  already  to  volmteer  their 
support,  in  principle,  for  a  conference,"  It  is  reported  that  he  himself  still  favors  a 
disarmament  conference  outside  the  United  Nations  as  more  likely  to  be  successful. 

The  text  of  S,  Res,  236  "v^ich  was  referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  is 
as  follows : 

"Resolved,  That  the  United  Nations  is  hereby  requested  to  invite  the  representatives 
of  the  governments  of  all  nations  to  enter  into  an  understanding  and 
agreement  to  achieve  world  disarmament  on  land,  on  sea,  and  in  the  air,  including 
bacteriological  warfare,  poison-gas  warfare,  etc,,  by  January  1,  195U,  except  only 
for  such  actual  occupying  forces,  with  appropriate  weapons,  and  for  such  agreed  period 
of  time,  as  will  be  necessary  to  police  the  defeated  and  occupied  nations  as  a  result 
of  the  recent  war,  and  except  only  for  such  armed  forces  and  for  such  weapons  as  are 
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to  be  placed  exclusively  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Security  Council  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Organization,  and  except  only  for  such  limited  forces  and  limited  small  arms  as  are 
needed  to  keep  law  and  order  within  each  country,  and  directly  prohibiting  the  manufac¬ 
ture,  storage,  and  possession  of  all  other  weapons,  ammunition,  and  munitions  of  war,  and 
providing  further  for  the  international  inspection  force  authorized  and  instructed  to  see 
that  the  terras  of  such  world  disarmament  are  rigidly  adhered  to  and  carried  out,  and 
there-after  maintained  by  all  the  countries  of  the  earth 

The  New  Yr>rk  Times  for  March  5  divides  the  current  disarmament  discussion  into  three 
stages t  (l)  the  initial  statement  of  the  problem  by  Senator  Brien  McMahon  on  February  2 
and  the  generally  negative  response  by  President  Truman  and  Secretary  of  State  Acheson; 

(2)  debate  among  other  public  figures;  (3)  some  indication,  Tollowing  a  second  speech  by 
Senator  McMahon  on  March  1,  that  the  administration  was  more  prepared  to  take  the  initia¬ 
tive  in  promoting  discussion,  perhaps  not  directly  with  Russia,  but  v^ith  an  eye  toward  a 
united  policy  among  the  Western  Nations. 

On  February  2,  Senator  Brien  McMahon  of  Connecticut,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Congressional 
Committee  on  Atomic  Energy  proposed  an  expenditure  of  10  billion  dollars  annually  by  the 
United  States  on  world  reconstruction  throu^  the  United  Nations,  if  effective  interna¬ 
tional  control  of  atomic  energy  could  be  achieved  coupled  with  an  agreement  enforced  by 
inspection  that  armament  expenditures  around  the  world  be  reduced  by  two  thirds,  and  the 
money  devoted  to  constructive  ends. 

On  March  1  Senator  McMahon  proposed: 

1.  Closed  hearings  of  the  Joint  Congressional  Committee  on  Atomic  Energy  to  review 
international  control  of  hydrogen  weapons  and  its  relation  to  the  existing  United 
Nations  plan. 

2.  A  discussion  among  this  country  and  all  its  N^rth  Atlantic  Treaty  allies  to  "form- 
ulate  a  concrete  peace  program,** 

3.  Discussion  of  this  plan  sponsored  by  all  the  West  in  a  meeting  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  General  Assembly,  Senator  McMahon  also  asked  if  it  would  not  be  wise  to  seek 
the  hospitality  of  the  Kremlin  for  that  meeting  which  should  be  reported  in  full  to 
all  the  world. 

Official  Reaction  to  McMahon  Proposals 

The  New  York  Times  the  next  day  carried  a  report  that  the  United  States  government  '*de- 
cided  that  something  considerably  more  than  military  preparation  was  needed  to  check  com¬ 
munism  in  Western  Europe**  and  that  the  United  States  now  favors  a  **European  meeting  of 
the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Council.**  A  similar  report  was  attributed  to  the  British  For¬ 
eign  Office, 

On  March  3  a  spokesman  for  the  Department  of  State  was  quoted  as  saying: 

**No  single  formula  or  device  will  get  at  all  of  these  problems.  We  are  therefore 
working  in  the  U  N,  in  the  regular  organizations  and  in  our  multifarious  bilateral  re¬ 
lations  to  work  out  some  of  these  difficulties.  In  the  process  we  are  studying  every 
suggestion  made  by  every  responsible  source  that  might  contribute  to  the  result  irtiich 
everyone  is  seeking,**  * 

In  reply  to  a  direct  question  whether  Senator  McMahon's  proposal  was  under  consideration, 
the  answer  was  given:  '*It  certainly  is.** 

Some  Consideration  of  Special  Session  of  U  N  General  Assembly 

Meanwhile,  moves  along  related  lines  were  being  made  on  other  fronts,  A  report  from  the 
United  Nations  (March  2)  indicated  that  Secretary  General  of  the  UN,  Trygve  Lie,  had 
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been  consulting  with  members  of  the  delegations  on  the  Security  Council  about  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  special  session  of  the  Council,  or  perhaps  a  special  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  specifically  on. the  problems  of  China  and  Atomic  Energy.  He  was  also  said  to 
have  discussed  possible  United  Nations  support  for  a  meeting  of  the  Foreign  Ministers  of 
the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  Russia. 

Another  report  on  March  7  indicated  that  Acheson  is  ”ready”  to  tadk  over  mutual  problems 
with  Foreign  Ministers  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  that  such  a  meeting  is  likely  to  take 
place  this  spring,  and  that  no  time  has  yet  been  set.  From  Paris,  French  Foreign  Minister 
Schuman  went  so  far  as  to  suggest  that  the  agenda  of  such  a  meeting  include  1)  Indo- 
Chinaj  2)  Ending  the  state  of  war  with  Germany,  even  a  separate  peace;  3)  the  possibility 
of  a  later  conference  including  Russia. 

Exploration  Must  Go  On 

The  response  from  the  people,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  the  McMahon  and  Tydings  propos¬ 
als  has  not  only  impressed  these  two  Senators,  but  apparently  the  administration  and  the 
Department  of  State.  Secretary  of  State  Acheson  has  appealed  for  all  out  support  for  a 
world  wide  effort  to  win  the  "cold  war".  We  wish  he  might  have  appealed  for  an  all  out 
effort  to  try  and  get  the  world  off  a  cold  war  basis.  No  thoughtful  American  wants  ap¬ 
peasement  or  the  United  States  to  trade  off  the  liberties  of  other  people  or  their  own* 

The  question  is  one  of  method  for  advancing  world  peace.  Reliance  upon  military  strength 
isn't  doing  the  job.  The  U.S.  News  and  World  Report  for  March  10,  prints  a  significant 
round-up  of  European  opinion  under  the  heading  ^Billions  Buy  Few  Allies  for  U.S."  and 
spells  out  the  desire  of  our  allies,  except  Britain,  to  stay  out  of  armed  conflict  and  to 
talk  neutrality  in  spite  of  28  billion  dollars  worth  of  aid. 

Sometime  soon  the  world  will  have  to  talk  seriously  about  disarmament.  Sometime  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union  will  have  to  seek,  either  in  the  United  Nations  or  outside, 
either  alone  or  with  other  nations,  to  resolve  the  present  power  conflict  and  to  halt  the 
growing  menace  of  a  hydrogen  arms  rape.  Neither  side  seems  willing  yet  to  make  a  major  move 
that  carries  conviction  to  the  other  in  terms  of  stopping  the  race  toward  annihilation.  If 
there  is  to  be  a  general  disarmament  conference,  or  a  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  on 
disarmament,  or  a  special  session  of  the  Assembly,  it  must  be  adequately  prepared  for  and 
there  must  be  every  determination  to  try  to  make  progress  in  it.  If  eventually,  why  not 
soon? 

In  the  meantime  discussion  and  public  education  should  go  on  about  various  phases  of  the 
possible  solution  which  seem  to*  us  inter-related:  (1)  universal  disarmament  down  to  inter¬ 
nal  policing  as  advocated  by  Senator  T3'’dings;  (2)  world  wide  reconstruction  including  Russia 
as  advocated  by  Senator  McMahon;  (3)  Extension  of  world  law  and  government  within  which  dis¬ 
armament  might  be  achieved  and  carried  out. 

Is  there  a  basis  on  which  a  positive  settlement  between  the  United  States  and  Russia  mi^t 
be  achieved?  Could  we  start  now  with  discussions  on  expanding  East-West  trade?  Might  we 
encourage  the  strengthening  of  the  mediation  and  conciliation  function  of  the  United  Nations 
by  both  money  and  more  capable  personnel?  And  should  we  not  encourage  the  first  minimum 
step  of  an  agreement  to  put  present  stockpiles  of  atomic  bombs  under  United  Nations  seal  for 
a  limited  time  while  more  far-reaching  agreements  are  considered  and  negotiated? 

j 

HOUSE  FAILS  TO  APPROPRIATE  FROZEN  FUND  TO  C  A  R  E 

A  resounding  defeat  was  administered  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  March  1  when  it 
voted  265  -  102  against  the  proposal  (H.R.  5953)  which  would  have  authorized  the  appropria¬ 
tion  to  the  CARE  book  program  of  $1.2  million  earned  by  conscientious  objectors  during 
the  war  and  now  in  the  Treasury,  Further  action  by  the  H^use  is  not  likely;  however,  an 


identical  meausre  (S.  2l;96)  is  before  a  sub-committee  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee, 
consisting  only  of  Senator  Leverett  Saltonstall  of  Massachusetts,  and  hearings  on  the  Senate 
side  have  been  scheduled  for  March  22.  If  Senator  Saltonstall  were  to  report  favorably  to 
the  whole  Armed  Services  Committee,  there  is  some  slight  possibility  that  the  Senate  might 
receive  the  bill  for  consideration  this  session.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  Senate  Calen¬ 
dar  is  already  filled  with  many  more  pressing  measures. 

Representative  Walter  Judd  of  Minnesota  led  the  discussion  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  The 
debate  included  seme  reference  to  the  position  of  conscientious  objectors.  Representative 
Judd  made  a  clear  and  eloquent  defense,  and  James  Fulton  of  Pennsylvania  expressed  the 
approval  of  the  veterans  on  the  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  for. this  use  of  money  earned  by  , 
men  who  ’’could  not  go  out  in  the  field  of  battle  but  were  willing  to  make  their  contribu¬ 
tion  some  other  way,” 

Debate  Shows  House  Reluctant  to  Support  Foreign  Aid 

Comments  on  the  floor  of  the  House  in  connection  witli  the  appropriation  of  a  little  more 
than  a  million  dollars  for  a  library  program  overseas  indicated  possible  difficulty  for 
future  overseas  assistance  and  reconstruction  measures. 

Representative  Frank  B.  Keefe  of  ViTisconsin,  one  of  the  opponents,  said,  in  part: 

’’These  bills  come  here  from  the  Foreign  Affairs  Committee,  and  they  are  just 
pushed  through  as  a  matter  of  course,  .  ,  I  think  it  is  time  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  began  to  think  in  terms  of  what  the  needs  of  the  people  of 
America  are,” 

The  next  speaker  added;  ”Let  us  not  get  avray  from  the  biblical 'statement  of  great  trutti 
that  he  who  provideth  not  for  his  own  household  has  denied  the  faith  and  is  worse  than  an 
infidel,”  Congressman  Boyd  Tackett  of  Arkansas  said: 

’’None  of  us  are  able  to  progress  our  proposals  on  behalf  of  our  own  people  to  the 
floor  of  the  House  because  we  need  to  give  priority  to  the  wishes  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  The  action  of  this  House  conslusively  indicates  that  the  major¬ 
ity  is  more  interested  in  sending  money  overseas  than  they  are  in  taking  care  of 
our  people , ” 

Actually  there  has  been  no  major  Foreign  Affairs  measure  before  either  the  House  or  the 
Senate  since  last  fall  when  the  Military  Assistance  Program  of  $1,U  billion  was  approved. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  comment  by  a  representative  was;  ”Do  not  kid  yourselves. 

You  are  not  fooling  the  people  back  home.  They  know  the  majority  in  control  of  the  Congress 
are  throwing  the  money  of  our  people  away  with  reckless  abandon  in  every  quarter  of  the 
world.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it,” 

It  will  require  considerable  effort  on  the  part  of  concerned  constituents  to  support  Con¬ 
gressmen  -vAio  are  willing  to  encourage  continuing  United  States  participation  in  inter¬ 
national  programs,  and  it  will  also  require  accurate  presentation  of  the  facts.  Does  your 
Congressman  know  what  you  think  about  continuing  United  States  support  for  overseas  programs 
of  reconstruction,  including  Point  IV? 

According  to  the  F  C  N  L  analysis  of  the  proposed  1950  budget  for  the  United  States,  in  Lettc 
No,  71^  less  than  one  tenth  goes  abroad.  9.55^  of  the  total  $U2,li  billion  will  be  spent 
for  the  European  Recovery  Program,  International  Relief  Agencies,  econanic  and  technical 
assistance  programs,  and  other  activities  of  the  Department  of  State;  whereas  approximately 
55^  of  the  total  will  be  spent  on  domestic  programs,  including  agriculture,  development  of 
our  cwn  natural  resources,  social  welfare,  healtti  and  security,  transportation  and  commun¬ 
ications,  veterans’  benefits  and  interest  on  the  public  debt.  The  remaining  35*3^  is 
devoted  to  the  Military  establishment. 


SENATE  POSTPONES  ACTION  ON  D  P  AMENDMENTS 

On  March  8,  after  a  week  of  debate  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  an  agreement  was  reached  to 
delay  further  action  until  March  31  on  amendments  to  the  D  P  Act  of  19U8.  The  House  passed 
liberalizing  amendments  (H.  R.  U567)  a  year  agoj  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  has  been 
investigating  for  a  year;  the  Senate  tried  to  debate  the  measure  last  October  and  was  forced 
by  lack  of  support  then  to  postpone  final  discussion  until  this  session.  On  March  31> 
when  discussion  will  be  resumed,  there  will  be  a  half  hour  pro  and  con  debate  on  each  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  —  of  which  there  are  already  a  considerable  number. 

Expellees 

Senator  Pat  McCarran  of  Nevada  and  part  of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  are  sponsoring 
amendments  which  would  include  in  the  group  eligible  for  entrance  into  the  U.S,  some  12 
million  uprooted  people  of  German  ethnic  origin.  These  people  were  expelled  from  eastern 
European  countries  by  agreement  of  the  Allied  Powers  made  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

They  were  literally  dumped  on  the  German  econony  and  social  structure.  If  Senator  McCarran 
intended  this  to  be  a  generous  gesture  toward  the  expellees,  then  his  amendment  should  have 
provided  for  a  proportionately  larger  number  of  total  admissions  to  this  country. 

The  F  C  N  L  has  repeatedly  presented  the  problem  of  these  12  million  expellees  to  Congress 
and  to  its  newsletter  readers  as  one  which  should  command  the  attention  of  the  United  States 
.and  the  world.  The  expellee  problem,  because  of  its  magnitude,  must  be  considered  as  an 
international  problem  and  solved  as  such..  Emigration  of  more  than  a  small  portion  seems 
impractical  in  the  light  of  the  high  immigration  barriers  of  all  nations,  E  C  A  counter¬ 
part  funds  should  be  made  available  for  housing  and  small  industry  development  for  the  ex¬ 
pellees  within  Germany.  A  counter-proposal  to  the  McCarran  amendment,  made  by  Senators 
Kilgore,  7if.  Va.,  Graham,  N.  C.,  and  Ferguson,  Mich.,  provides  for  the  continued  use  of  50)6 
of  the  German  quota  for  expellees.  27,000  could  enter  each  year.  The  F  C  N  L  would  pre¬ 
fer  that  this  number  should  not  be  charged  against  the  regular  German  quota,  but  should  be 
added  to  the  339 >000  total  as  a  special  group  under  the  D  P  Cormnission  rather  than  under 
regular  immigration  procedure. 


Other  Provisions 

V 

Two  other  amendments  offered  by  Senator  McCarran  require  special  mention.  One  would  retain 
a  provision  that  allocates  30^  of  the  total  quota  to  agricultural  workers  (as  in  the  19U8 
Act)  and  adds  a  requirement  of  two  years  agricultural  experience.  Senator  Kilgore  would 
eliminate  the  preference  entirely,  as  did  H.  R,  U567  as  passed  by  the  House. 

Another  McCarran  amendment  would  remove  the  administration  of  the  D  P  Act  from  a  special 
D  P  Commission,  established  by  the  Act  of *1918  to  facilitate  the  movement  of  D  P's  outside 
regular  immigration  procedure.  Senator  McCarran  would  place  the  administration  in  the  hands 
of  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service, 

The  last  week  of  debate  has  been  aimed  primarily  at  these  provisions.  Senator  McCarran' s 
opening  3-hour  speech  consisted  largely  of  accusations  of  mal-administration  by  the  D  P 
Commission,  H^gh-lighting  cases  where  investigations  of  references  had  been  faulty,  and 
where  documents,  particularly  birth  certificates,  have  been  falsified.  Senator  McCarran  said: 

j  Nj  call  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate  only  for  the  purpose  of  emphasizing  the  in¬ 
clination  of  the  Commission  employees  to  act  favorably  on  every  displaced  person  who 
might  conceivably  qualify  under  the  act  in  order  to  reach  their  ' goal'  of  ‘Uie  maximum 
number  authorized  ^  law.  .  ," 


Ihis  stress  on  investigation  indicates  problems  in  administration,  but  doss  not  encourage 
those  considerations  necessary  if  the  balance  is  to  swing  tov/ard  the  humanitarian  side,  i/ho, 
after  5  or  10  years  of  wandering,  would  be  likely  to  have  all  the  necessary  documents? 


I 
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The  arguments  on  placement  of  D  P's  in  this  country  have  been  long  and  wordy.  Senator 
William  Jenner,  Indiana,  consmed  at  least  one  afternoon  reading  records  of femilies  who  ^ 

had  not  stayed  on  the  farms  to  which  they  were  sent,  who  had  not  done  more  than  minor  gar-  | 
dening  in  rjurope,  but  who,  in  order  to  get  to  the  United  States  when  30^  of  the  quota  was  s 
reserved  for  agricultural  workers,  accepted  farm  placements.  He  also  cited  as  particularly j 
vicious  the  practice  of  D  P's  in  the  city  writing  to  urge  fellow  D  P's  on  farms  to  join  thei^ 

On  the  other  hand,  displaced  persons  coming  to  this  country  must  not  be  placed  in  an  inden-  ■ 
tured  class.  One  woman  who  had  a  highly  trained  displaced  person  in  her  home  as  a  cook 
v^anted  her  to  sign  up  to  stay  with  her  for  five  years.  Part  of  the  American  heritage  is 
the  right  to  change  jobs,  to  seek  congenial  work  for  which  one  is  adapted  or  trained. 

Action  Needed  NOW 

Just  as  only  a  few  Senators  hsve  been  listening  to  the  debate  on  D  P's  on  the  floor  of  the  ^ 
Senate  now — two  years  after  the  original  act  was  passed  and  a  year  after  liberalizing  amend¬ 
ments  were  proposed — so  are  only  a  few  concerned  individuals  writing  their  Senators  about 
their  interest  in  this  legislation.  Even  if  we  assume  our  full  responsibility,  there  are 
going  to  be  left  stateless  and  homeless  some  170,000  sick,  maimed  and  otherwise  unacceptable 
souls.  We  have  not  yet  certainly  done  as  much  as  we  can.  A  letter  from  you  to  your  own 
Senator,  and  to  Senators  Graham,  Kilgore  and  Ferguson  is  urgently  needed  to  encourage  per¬ 
sistence  in  enacting  an  adequate  and  generous  program  for  displaced  persons. 

BILL  INTRODUCED  TO  GUARANTEE  ALIENS  THE  RIGHT  TO  HEARINGS 

Immigration  procedures  since  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  appear  to  have  observed  less  ra¬ 
ther  than  more  the  accepted  nrinciples  of  democratic  justice,  namely;  the  right  of  the  ac¬ 
cused  to  be  informed  of  specific  charges,  the  right  of  the  accused  to  confront  his  accusers, 
and  to  defend  himself. 

The  most  significant  legal  blow  was  dealt  on  January  16,  1950  when  the  Supreme  Court,  in  a 
U  -  3  decision,  ruled  that  Mrs.  Ellen  Ivnauff's  admission  into  this  country  could  be  denied 
solely  because  her  entry  "would  be  prejudicial  to  our  best  interests".  She  was  the  bride 
of  an  American  soldier,  had  worked  for  the  United  States  War  Department  in  Germany,  and  had 
been  subjected  to  a  security  hearing  before  she  left  Germany,  She  was  denied  a  hearing 
here  by  the  Attorney  General  who  said  that  the  information  obtained  against  her  was  confi¬ 
dential. 

Justices  Jackson  and  frankfurter  filed  the  minority  opinion  in  the  Supreme  Court,  Justice 
Black  concurred.  Justice  Jackson  said: 

•'Security  is  like  liberty  in  that  there  are  many  crimes  committed  in  its  name,  . 

The  plea  that  evidence  of  guilt  must  be  secret  is  abhorrent  to  free  men  because 
it  provides  a  cloak  for  the  malevolent,  the  misinformed  and  the  corrupt," 

Against  this  background.  Congressman  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Jr,  has  introduced  a  bill, 

H.  R.  7h76,  "to  provide  that  aliens  who  have  arrived  in  the  United  States  shall  not  be  ex¬ 
cluded  without  a  hearing."  H.  R.  7U76  has  already  received  the  support  of  the  American  Ci-, 
vil  Liberties  Union  and  the  Association  of  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Lawyers,  both 
organizations  with  long  experience  in  this  field. 

The  bill  has  been  referred  tc  a  sub-Comraittee  of  the  House  Judiciary  Committee  where  action 
may  soon  be  taken.  Letters  encouraging  hearings  for  aliens  should  be  addressed  to 
Representative  Roosevelt,  and  to  Representative  Francis  Walter  of  Pennsylvania,  chairman 
of  the  sub-Committee . 
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AGRICULTURAL  SEMINAR  PROPOSES  GIVING  SURPLUS  FOOD  ABROAD 

"There  is  no  surplus  of  food  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  world  as  a  whole,’*  declared  the  50 
farmers  and  others  vitally  interested  in  agricultural  policies  on  a  world-wide  scale,  irtio 
spent  from  January  31  to  February  10  in  Washington  conferring  with  officials  in  the  Food 
and  Agriculture  Organization,  Department  of  Agriculture,  State  Department,  and  with  officers 
of  national  farm  oBganizations,  The  group  came  from  eighteen  states.  Although  interdenom¬ 
inational  in  character,  the  Quaker  contingent  was  drawn  ffom  dneteen  Yearly  Meetings.  The 
seminar  was  sponsored  by  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  and  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee. 

Major  recommendations  included?  (1)  Giving  away  promptly  the  food  that  we  can't  eat  and 
can't  sell  through  international  agencies  to  countries  that  need  it,  particularly  in  Asia. 
Encourage  these  nations  to  set  up  counterpart  f\mds  in  their  own  currencies  to  match  part 
or  all  of  these  gifts  to  be  spent  on  development  of  agricultural  education  and  of  agricul¬ 
tural  and  industrial  production  so  they  can  more  nearly  feed  themselves  in  the  future; 

(2)  Develop  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  so  that  it  can  effectively  deal  with  ■word 
distribution  of  food;  (3)  Work  for  general  disarmament  under  law,  and  drastically  cut  our 
military  budget  using  •the  money  for  making  the  United  Nations  and  other  international  agen¬ 
cies  effective  going  concerns;  (U)  Promote  a  vigorous  world-wide  urogram  of  technical  assis¬ 
tance  so  that  people  everywhere  can  improve  their  production  of  food  and  their  nutrition; 

(5)  Take  more  inserts  into  -the  United  States  to  help  correct  the  present  inbalance  of  ex¬ 
ports  over  imports;  (6)  Balance  the  federal  budget  in  this  time  of  prosperity  and  high  em¬ 
ployment.  'These  recomaendations  areover  and  above  what  can  be  moved  by  private  philanthro¬ 
pic  agencies  such  as  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  Brethren  Service  Commission, 
Church  kVorld  Service,  CARE,  CROP,  etc. 

The  F  C  N  L  is  working  actively  now  for  legislation  that  would  make  it  possible  to  carry  out 
•the  first  recoramendation.  If  such  authority  is  not  written  in  the  current  bill  on  cotton, 
peanuts,  and  potatoes,  Chariman  Harold  D.  Cooley  has  promised  to  call  hearings  soon  of  the 
House  Agricultural  Committee.  A  second  recommendation  of  the  Seminar  is mder  active  con¬ 
sideration  in  Congress,  that  of  paying  freight  and  packaging  when  necessary  to  prevent  fooch 
from  deterioration.  The  American  Council  of  Voluntary  Agencies  for  Foreign  Service  which 
represents  Sh  organizations  carrying  on  relief  and  other  activities  in  more  than  60  countries 
has  recommended  that  surplus  foods  declared  available  for  distribution  because  of  danger  of 
spoilage  should  be  made  available  for  public  institutions  or  private  welfare  organizations 
-at  the  point  of  use  in  the  United  States,  or  at  shipside  for  foods  to  be  used  in  foreign 
relief  overseas. 

News  releases  were  sent  at  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  Seminar  to  between  500  and  600 
organizations,  publications  and  individuals,  including  150  agricultural  editors  and  200 
religious  magazines.  The  Seminar  was  mentioned  in  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches'  "Re¬ 
ligion  in  the  News"  broadcast,  the  farm  show  of  WTOP  in  Washington,  and  was  the  subject  of 
two  WCFM  United  Nations  programs.  Also  the  Voice  of  America  carried  a  broadcast  to  foreign 
countries,  in  which  E.  Raymond  Wilson,  Samuel  R.  Levering,  and  Eves  Cadwallader  were  inter¬ 
viewed  as  to  the  purpose  and  content  of  the  seminar.  A  disc  of  this  recording  can  be  made 
available  for  a  small  charge  to  persons  wishing  to  use  it.  Arrangements  for  radio  trans¬ 
criptions  should  be  made  with  George  Loft,  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  20  South 
12th  Street,  Philadelphia  7,  Pennsylvania.  A  report  of  the  Seminar  is  in  preparation  which 
will  be  available  from  the  F  C  N  L  or  the  A  F  S  C  for  a  nominal  charge  for  printing. 

^  NO  ACTION  ON  NEEDED  AID  FOR  PALESTINE  REFUGEES 

In  spite  of  a  special  need  created  by  bad  weather,  and  even-though  the  Senate  Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee  on  February  lU  approved  S.  J.  Res.  153,  the  requested  authorization  of  $27 
million  for  relief  and  rehabilitation  under  the  United  Nations  Palestine  program  has  not  yet 
been  repor'ted  by  the  House  Commit'bee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  Remind  your  Congressman  and  members 
of  the  Coimiittee. 
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VINSON  INTRODUCES  ANOTHER  DRAFT  EXTENSION  BILL 

On  February  27  Carl  Vinson,  Chariman  of  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee,  introduced 
H.R.  Ihh2j  another  draft  extension  bill.  Hearings  were  held  by  the  House  Committee  the  last 
of  Januarj’-  on  H.R.  6826  which  continued  all  provisions  of  the  19U8  act.  It  merely  extends 
the  life  of  the  lav/  for  three  years. 

H.R.  7UU2  has  not  been  acted  upon  at  the  date  of  this  writing,  so  cannot  be  considered  the 
result  of  Armed  Services  Committee  action.  If  passed  it  would  be  called  the  Manpower  Regis 
tration  Act  of  13^0,  and  thus  implies  that  it  is  more  than  a  draft  act  to  provide  manpower 
for  the  Armed  Services.  It  would  appear  to  go  to  the  heart  of  the  mobilization  plans  being 
developed,  and  could  encompass  conscription  of  all  males  for  labor  or  military  service. 

The  Conscientious  Objector  provision  is  quite  different  from  the  1P1|8  Act.  Tlie  clause  in 
the  latter  setting  forth  rather  narrowly  defined  right  of  deferrraent  from  participation  in 
war  if  conscientiously  opposed  has  been  replaced  by  a  provision  which  merely  states  that  if 
such  a  claim  is  sustained  by  the  local  board  and  appeal  boards,  such  person  will  be  listed 
by  the  local  board  on  a  register  of  conscientious  objectors.  Thus,  because  the  local  board 
acts  in  accordance  with  directives  from  the  national  Selective  Service  headquarters,  the 
effect  v/ould  be  to  put  the  determination  of  the  right  of  conscience  in  the  hands  of  the 
Director  of  Selective  Service.  This  could  only  mean  a  serious  loss  of  protection  for  rights 
of  conscience. 

Another  provision  of  the  new  bill  would  also  seem  to  make  the  Selective  Service  System 
permanent,  since  in  the  clause  theoretically  terminating  the  law  in  three  years,  there  is 
provision  for  continuing  in  effect  the  clause  establishing  the  Selective  Service  System  and 
for  continued'  payment  of  salaries  to  administrative  personnel* 

Major  emphasis  for  action  should  remain  in  out-right  opposition  to  any  extension  of  a  draft 
or  registration  act.  Write  the  members  of  the  House  Araed  Services  Committee  and  your  own 
Congressmen  stating  your  position. 


Correction:  Washington  Letter  No.  71  should  say  "about  63  cents  of  your  government’s  dollar 
is  slated  to  go  for  military  defense,  veterans  benefits,  and  interest  on  the  public  debt." 
The  Nevfsletter  read  73  cents. 
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